
Jagannath University Journal of Research and Review (JUJRR), Volume No. 02, Issue No. 01 (January, 2026)                                ISSN: 3049-1290 

 

243 
 

 

 

VANDE MATARAM: A Comprehensive Analysis  
 

Dr.  Laksheyata Yadav1 and Ajay Kumar2 
1Assistant Professor, Department of English, Sanskaram University, Jhajjar (Haryana) 

2Research Scholar, Department of English, Sanskaram University, Jhajjar (Haryana) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Abstract: Vande Mataram occupies an unparalleled position in the political and cultural history of modern India. Composed by 

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in the late nineteenth century, the song evolved from a literary expression into a mass nationalist symbol 

that significantly influenced India’s struggle against British colonialism. This research paper undertakes an extensive academic study 

of Vande Mataram, analyzing its historical origins, literary structure, symbolic meanings, and its decisive role in shaping Indian 

nationalism. This study explores how Vande Mataram functioned as a unifying ideological force during the freedom movement, 

inspiring both moderate political leaders and revolutionary nationalists. Particular attention is paid to its association with the 

Swadeshi Movement, colonial repression, and popular resistance in India. This paper also critically examines the controversies 

surrounding the song, especially debates over its religious imagery and its compatibility with India’s secular and pluralistic 

framework. Furthermore, this study analyzes the adoption of Vande Mataram as the National Song of India, distinguishing its 

symbolic role from that of the National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana. This paper situates Vande Mataram within contemporary political 

discourse, assessing its continued relevance, reinterpretations, and contested status in modern India By integrating historical, literary, 

and political perspectives, this study argues that Vande Mataram is not merely a patriotic composition but a foundational cultural 

text that encapsulates the aspirations, contradictions, and moral imagination of Indian nationalism. Its enduring legacy lies in its 

emotional power and capacity to provoke dialogue on national identity, unity, and democratic values. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTION 

Nationalism is not merely a political ideology; it is also an 

emotional and cultural phenomenon sustained by symbols, 

myths and shared memories. In colonized societies, where 

political sovereignty is denied, cultural expression often 

becomes a powerful instrument of resistance. In India, Vande 

Mataram is one of the most enduring symbols of nationalist 

sentiment. More than a song, it represents a collective emotional 

experience that mobilized millions during the freedom struggle 

and continues to shape the national consciousness in 

independent India. 

The emergence of Vande Mataram must be understood within 

the broader context of nineteenth-century colonial India, a 

period marked by economic exploitation, political subjugation 

and cultural domination by the British Empire. Indian 

intellectuals, writers, and reformers increasingly turned to 

literature and art as a means of reclaiming dignity and fostering 

a sense of unity among diverse populations. Patriotic literature 

became a site of resistance, transcending linguistic and regional 

divisions. 

Unlike constitutional texts or political manifestos, Vande 

Mataram appealed directly to the emotions. By portraying the  

 

nation as a nurturing mother, the song transforms political 

loyalty into a moral obligation. This emotional appeal proved  
 

 

particularly effective in mobilizing the masses across social 

classes, including peasants, students, and urban elites. The 

song’s simplicity and poetic imagery allowed it to be sung at 

public gatherings, protest marches, and even in prisons, thereby 

reinforcing solidarity among nationalists. 

However, Vande Mataram has never been a symbol without 

controversy. From the early twentieth century to the present day, 

debates have surrounded its religious imagery, interpretation 

within a secular state, and role in defining patriotism. These 

debates reveal the complexities inherent in constructing national 

symbols in a society as diverse as India’s. 

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a 

comprehensive academic analysis of Vande Mataram. This 

study aims to trace its historical origins, examine its literary and 

symbolic meanings, analyze its role in the freedom struggle, and 

critically assess the controversies surrounding it. This study 

seeks to contribute to a nuanced understanding of Indian 

nationalism and the cultural forces that shaped it. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND INTELLECTUAL 

BACKGROUND 

Colonial India and the Rise of Cultural Nationalism 

The nineteenth century witnessed significant transformations in 

Indian society during British colonial rule. While colonialism 

introduced new administrative structures and educational 

systems, it also resulted in economic exploitation and cultural 

marginalization. In response, Indian intellectuals began to 

articulate forms of nationalism rooted in cultural revival. 

Cultural nationalism emphasizes the recovery of indigenous 

traditions, languages, and symbols as a means of resisting 

colonial domination. Literature became a particularly effective 

medium for this purpose, as it allowed writers to communicate 

nationalist ideas without directly confronting the colonial 

authorities. 
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Bankim Chandra Chatterjee: Life and Thought 

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee (1838–1894) emerged as one of the 

most influential figures in this milieu. Bankim, educated in 

Western thought yet deeply rooted in Indian traditions, sought to 

reconcile modern political ideas with indigenous cultural values. 

His writings reflect profound concerns regarding national 

regeneration and moral reform. 

Bankim viewed the nation not merely as a political entity but as 

a moral community bound by shared values and memories. This 

vision profoundly shaped his literary works, particularly 

Anandamath, in which Vande Mataram is embedded. 

ANANDAMATH AND THE CREATION OF VANDE 

MATARAM 

Anandamath as a Political Novel 

Published in 1882, Anandamath is often regarded as one of the 

earliest political novels in Indian literature. Set during a period 

of famine and political turmoil, the novel narrates the struggle 

of ascetic warriors against an oppressive rule. The narrative 

blends historical events with symbolic elements to create a 

mythic vision of national resistance. 

Literary Birth of Vande Mataram 

In Anandamath, Vande Mataram functions as both a prayer and 

a battle cry. The song encapsulates the novel’s ideological core, 

expressing devotion to the motherland and a willingness to 

sacrifice for her liberation. 

The language of the song—primarily Sanskritized Bengali—

was deliberately chosen. It evoked ancient cultural authority 

while remaining comprehensible to a broad audience. This 

linguistic strategy has contributed significantly to the song’s 

widespread appeal. 

 

LITERARY ANALYSIS AND SYMBOLIC DIMENSIONS 

OF VANDE MATARAM 

Linguistic Structure and Poetic Form 

The literary strength of Vande Mataram lies in its careful 

construction, rich linguistic texture, and evocative imagery. 

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee composed the song using a blend of 

Sanskrit and Bengali, a stylistic choice that endowed the poem 

with classical authority and regional familiarity. Sanskrit, long 

associated with sacred texts and high culture, lent the song an 

aura of sanctity, while Bengali ensured accessibility to the 

masses, particularly in eastern India, where the nationalist 

movement initially gained momentum. 

The poem employs short rhythmic lines and repetitive 

invocations, making it easy to memorize and recite collectively. 

This oral quality was crucial to its success as a mass nationalist 

song, particularly in an era when literacy rates were low in India. 

The repetition of the phrase “Vande Mataram” functions as both 

a refrain and a ritualistic chant, reinforcing the emotional 

commitment through repetition. 

Imagery of Nature and the Feminization of the Nation 

One of the most striking features of Vande Mataram is its 

extensive use of natural imagery. The motherland is described 

as fertile, abundant, and nurturing, clothed in greenery, cooled 

by gentle breezes, and illuminated by moonlight. This imagery 

constructs the nation as a living and benevolent presence rather 

than as an abstract political territory. 

The feminization of the nation as a mother figure was a powerful 

ideological strategy. In Indian society, mothers occupy a revered 

moral position, symbolizing sacrifice, care, and unconditional 

love. By equating the nation with the mother, Bankim 

transformed political loyalty into sacred filial duty. Thus, 

serving the nation became equivalent to honoring one’s mother, 

and resistance to colonial rule was framed as a moral obligation 

rather than merely a political act. 

 

Divine Symbolism and Theological Undertones 

In its later stanzas, Vande Mataram explicitly invokes divine 

imagery, identifying the motherland with Hindu goddesses such 

as Durga and Lakshmi. These goddesses symbolize the power, 

prosperity, and moral order of the state. Durga represents the 

triumph of good over evil, reinforcing the idea of a righteous 

struggle against oppression. 

While this symbolism intensified the song’s emotional and 

spiritual appeal for many Hindus, it also became the foundation 

for later controversies. Critics argue that such imagery blurs the 

line between patriotism and religious devotion, raising concerns 

about inclusivity in a religiously diverse society. Nevertheless, 

from a literary perspective, these theological elements reflect the 

historical context in which cultural nationalism was often 

articulated using religious metaphors. 

 

VANDE MATARAM IN THE INDIAN FREEDOM 

STRUGGLE 

Early Nationalist Mobilization 

By the end of the nineteenth century, Vande Mataram had 

moved beyond the realm of literature into active political life in 

India. Its adoption by nationalist leaders and organizations 

marked a turning point in the use of cultural symbols for political 

mobilization in India. The song was first publicly associated 

with organized nationalism when it was sung at the Indian 

National Congress session in 1896. 

This moment symbolizes the transformation of Vande Mataram 

from a literary composition into a national emblem. The song’s 

emotional resonance enabled it to unify individuals across 

linguistic, regional, and class divisions, making it an effective 

tool for mass mobilization. 

 

The Swadeshi Movement and Mass Participation 

The 1905 partition of Bengal served as a catalyst for widespread 

nationalist agitation. The Swadeshi Movement, which promoted 

indigenous goods and boycotted British products, relied heavily 

on cultural symbols to inspire popular participation in the 
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movement. Vande Mataram emerged as the movement’s 

unofficial anthem. 

The song was sung at protest marches, public meetings, schools, 

and even marketplaces. Students, in particular, have played a 

crucial role in spreading its popularity. Singing Vande Mataram 

became an act of resistance and a declaration of allegiance to the 

nation rather than the colonial state. 

British Suppression and Revolutionary Resistance 

The British colonial administration soon recognized the 

subversive potential of the song. Viewing the song as a threat to 

public order, the authorities imposed restrictions on its public 

performance in certain regions. However, these bans proved to 

be counterproductive. Attempts to suppress the song only 

heightened its symbolic power, transforming it into a badge of 

defiance. 

Revolutionary groups adopted Vande Mataram as a slogan and 

salutation. It was shouted during arrests, trials, and executions, 

reinforcing the moral resolve of the revolutionaries. Thus, the 

song acquired a martyr-like aura associated with sacrifice and 

courage. 

Gandhian Nationalism and Popular Appeal 

Although Mahatma Gandhi favored nonviolent resistance and 

inclusive nationalism, he acknowledged the emotional 

significance of Vande Mataram. Gandhi emphasized that 

participation in singing the song should remain voluntary, 

reflecting his commitment to respecting individual conscience. 

Under his leadership, the song continued to function as a symbol 

of unity, albeit within a framework prioritizing ethical restraint 

and pluralism. 

 

POLITICAL DEBATES AND THE QUESTION OF 

INCLUSIVITY 

Early Muslim Responses and Political Concerns 

As Vande Mataram gained prominence, some sections of the 

Muslim community expressed reservations about its religious 

imagery. Muslim League leaders argued that bowing to the 

nation conflicted with Islamic monotheism. These concerns 

were not merely theological but also political, reflecting broader 

anxieties about representation and identity in future independent 

India. 

It is important to note that Muslim responses to Vande Mataram 

are not monolithic. While some opposed its adoption as a 

national symbol, others participated willingly in singing the first 

two stanzas, which were largely free of religious references. 

 

The 1937 Congress Resolution 

In response to these debates, the Indian National Congress 

adopted a pragmatic approach. In 1937, it was resolved that only 

the first two stanzas of Vande Mataram would be sung at official 

gatherings. This decision attempted to reconcile nationalist 

symbolism with secular principles. 

The resolution also affirmed that no individual should be 

compelled to sing it. This stance underscored Congress’s 

commitment to inclusivity and voluntary participation, setting a 

precedent for future constitutional interpretations. 

Secularism and National Identity 

The debates surrounding Vande Mataram highlight a 

fundamental tension within Indian nationalism: the challenge of 

creating shared symbols in pluralistic societies. While the song 

inspired millions, it also exposed the limits of cultural 

nationalism when religious imagery became intertwined with 

the political identity. 

These debates remain relevant in contemporary India, where 

nationalism, secularism, and cultural heritage continue to shape 

political discourse. 

 

ADOPTION OF VANDE MATARAM AS THE 

NATIONAL SONG OF INDIA 

The Transition from Colonial Rule to Independence 

The period between the 1930s and the 1950 marked a decisive 

phase in India’s political history. As independence became 

imminent, nationalist leaders were compelled to address 

fundamental questions regarding the symbols and values that 

would define the new nation-state’s identity. Among these 

questions was the issue of national symbols, including the choice 

of a national anthem and the status of Vande Mataram as the 

national anthem. 

Vande Mataram had already acquired immense symbolic 

significance because of its role in the freedom struggle. For 

many Indians, it represents sacrifice, resistance, and collective 

aspiration. However, its contested reception among certain 

communities necessitated careful deliberation of its official 

status in independent India. 

Constituent Assembly Debates 

During the deliberations of the Constituent Assembly, the 

members recognized the emotional and historical importance of 

Vande Mataram. While Jana Gana Mana was ultimately adopted 

as the National Anthem, Vande Mataram was accorded the 

status of the National Song. 

On January 24, 1950, the President of the Constituent Assembly 

formally announced that Vande Mataram would enjoy equal 

respect as the National Anthem. This compromise reflected the 

Assembly’s efforts to honor the historical legacy while 

maintaining inclusivity and constitutional balance. 

Distinction Between National Song and National Anthem 

The distinction between Vande Mataram as the National Song 

and Jana Gana Mana as the National Anthem is significant. 

While the anthem serves as the official musical expression of the 

state, the national song symbolizes the nation’s emotional and 

historical foundations. 

Unlike the National Anthem, Vande Mataram is not governed 

by specific rules of decorum. This flexibility underscores its role 

as a cultural rather than a constitutional symbol, allowing 
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individuals the freedom to engage with it according to their 

personal convictions. 

CONSTITUTIONAL, LEGAL, AND JUDICIAL 

PERSPECTIVES 

Constitutional Framework and Freedom of Expression 

The Indian Constitution guarantees freedom of speech and 

expression, as well as freedom of religion and of conscience. 

These rights have shaped the legal interpretations of Vande 

Mataram. Courts have consistently upheld that no citizen can be 

compelled to sing the national song, as such compulsion would 

violate constitutional freedom. 

Judicial Rulings and Legal Precedents 

Several legal cases have addressed disputes involving the Vande 

Mataram. In its rulings, the judiciary emphasizes voluntariness 

and mutual respect. Courts have clarified that while Vande 

Mataram holds a place of honor, refusal to sing it does not 

constitute disrespect to the nation. 

These rulings reinforce the principle that patriotism cannot be 

enforced through coercion and must be rooted in genuine 

conviction. 

Balancing National Symbols and Individual Rights 

The legal discourse surrounding Vande Mataram illustrates 

India’s broader constitutional philosophy. National symbols are 

revered, but individual rights are paramount. This balance 

reflects the democratic ethos of the Indian state and its 

commitment to pluralism. 

VANDE MATARAM IN CONTEMPORARY POLITICS 

AND POPULAR CULTURE 

Political Discourse and Nationalism 

In contemporary India, Vande Mataram continues to occupy a 

prominent position in political rhetoric. Political leaders and 

parties invoke the song as a symbol of patriotism, sometimes 

using it to assert their ideological positions. Such usage has 

sparked debates about the boundaries between cultural 

nationalism and political exclusion. 

Educational and Cultural Institutions 

The song is widely taught in schools and is performed during 

national celebrations. Its inclusion in educational curricula 

reflects the state’s efforts to instill patriotic values among 

younger generations. Simultaneously, educators are encouraged 

to contextualize songs historically to promote inclusive 

understanding. 

Media, Cinema, and Popular Interpretations 

Vande Mataram has been reinterpreted in various artistic forms, 

including film, music albums, and digital media. These 

reinterpretations have expanded its reach, reshaping its meaning 

for contemporary audiences. The song’s adaptability 

demonstrates its enduring cultural significance. 

COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES ON NATIONAL 

SONGS AND ANTHEMS 

National Songs as Instruments of Nation-Building 

National songs and anthems have functioned as instruments for 

forging collective identity, particularly in post-colonial and 

revolutionary contexts. Like Vande Mataram, many national 

songs emerged not from state institutions but from popular 

resistance. Examples include La Marseillaise in France and 

Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika in South Africa, both of which originated 

as revolutionary songs before acquiring official recognition. 

These compositions share common features: emotional appeal, 

symbolism, and the capacity to mobilize mass participation. 

Vande Mataram fits squarely within the global tradition of 

nationalist cultural production. 

Comparison with Jana Gana Mana 

A comparative analysis of Vande Mataram and Jana Gana Mana 

reveals the differing philosophies of nationalism. While Jana 

Gana Mana emphasizes unity through geographic and civic 

imagery, Vande Mataram foregrounds emotional and cultural 

devotion to the nation. The coexistence of both reflects India’s 

attempt to balance its cultural heritage with constitutional 

nationalism. 

Post-Colonial National Identity 

In post-colonial societies, national symbols often carry layered 

meanings that are shaped by historical struggles and 

contemporary politics. Vande Mataram, like similar symbols 

elsewhere, embodies unity and contestation. Its endurance 

underscores the complexity of postcolonial identity formation. 

SCHOLARLY INTERPRETATIONS AND CRITICAL 

EVALUATION 

Historiographical Perspectives 

Historians have interpreted Vande Mataram as a unifying 

nationalist force, a product of cultural revivalism, and a site of 

ideological conflict. Early nationalist historians emphasized its 

inspirational role, whereas later scholars adopted a more critical 

lens, examining issues of exclusion and representation. 

Feminist and Cultural Critiques 

Some feminist scholars have critiqued the metaphor of the nation 

as mother, arguing that it idealizes sacrifice while obscuring 

women’s lived experiences. Others view the metaphor as 

empowering and offering a moral framework for resistance. 

These interpretations enrich the understanding of Vande 

Mataram as a multidimensional cultural text. 

Political Theory and Civic Nationalism 

From the perspective of political theory, Vande Mataram 

illustrates the tensions between cultural and civic nationalism. 

While cultural symbols can inspire unity, they must coexist with 

constitutional principles to ensure inclusivity in a multicultural 

society. India’s handling of Vande Mataram demonstrates 

ongoing negotiations between these frameworks. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Vande Mataram occupies a unique and enduring position in 

India’s national consciousness. From its literary origins in 

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s Anandamath to its role as a 
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rallying cry during the freedom struggle, the song has served as 

a powerful expression of resistance, sacrifice, and collective 

aspiration. 

This study examined Vande Mataram from historical, literary, 

political, and constitutional perspectives. The analysis 

demonstrates that the song cannot be understood merely as a 

patriotic composition; rather, it is a foundational cultural text 

that shaped and reflected Indian nationalist thought. Its ability to 

mobilize mass participation during the Swadeshi Movement and 

beyond underscores the emotional power of cultural symbols in 

political struggle. 

Simultaneously, the controversies surrounding Vande Mataram 

reveal the challenges of forging national unity in a pluralistic 

society. Debates over religious imagery, voluntariness, and 

inclusivity highlight the importance of democratic dialogue in 

the interpretation of national symbols. India’s constitutional 

approach—honoring the song while protecting individual 

freedoms—represents a pragmatic and principled resolution to 

these challenges. 

In contemporary India, Vande Mataram continues to inspire 

pride and provoke debate. Its reinterpretation in the media, 

education, and political discourse reflects its adaptability and 

enduring relevance. Ultimately, Vande Mataram symbolizes not 

a static idea of nationalism but an evolving conversation about 

identity, unity, and democratic values in India. 
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